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The  select  committee,  to  whom  whs  i-efci-retl  so  much  of  the 
Governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  Tobacco  trade,  ask  leave 
to  submit  the  f)llowing 

REPORT. 

Your  committee  regret  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  ex- 
amine the  subject  so  fully  as  its  importance  reqtiired:  they 
were  unable  to  collect  all  the  facts  necessary  t(>  its  full  inves- 
tigation. This  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  in  consequence  of 
his  Excellency  the  Governor's  not  having  had  time  to  turn  his 
attention  to  the  examination  of  a  subject  so  deeply  interwoven 
with  the  inteicst  of  so  large  a  jjortion  of  the  people  of  the 
State,  whose  interests  it  is  his  duty  to  guard.  Could  his  Ex- 
cellency have  been  sjiared  the  tin»e  necessary  to  a  proper  ex- 
amination of  the  subject, 'he  might  have  im|)arted  to  it  an  in- 
terest and  imjjortance  in  some  degree  commensurate  with  its 
intrinsic  merits — a  service  which  the  tx»bacco  growers 'of  the 
State  had  a  right  to  expect  at  his  hands.  Indeed,  the  grie- 
vances which  the  history  of  this  interest  unfolds,  should  claim 
the  attention  of  every  one  who  feels,  as  he  ought,  fwr  the  wel- 
fare of  our  State. 

The  tobacco  trade  is  one  of  great  iinportance  to  every  por- 
tion of  our  common  counti-y,  as  well  as  to  Maryland,  it  being 
the  most  prominent  staple,  except  cotton,  which  forms  the  ex- 
port trade  of  our  counti-y  with  foreign  nations  at  this  time;  and 
dui  ing  our  colonial  condition,  and  until  a,  few  years  ago,  when 
the  great  impetus  was  given  to  the  growth  of  cotton  in  the 
southern  States,  it  formed  the  largest  amount  of  any  other  ar- 


tide  which  \vc  srnt  abroad  to  exchange  for  the  products  of 
other  nations;  and  is  relied  upon  at  this  time,  by  those  who 
grow  it  in  this  Stati',  almost  exclusivfiy  to  supply  them  with 
the  means  «>{'  [)iii'(:Iiusiiig  the  fot'eign  productions  they  are  in 
the  habit  of  consuming.  The  nuuiber  of  persons  engaged  in 
tlie  cultivation  and  maiiiifacture  of  tabacco,  has  always  form- 
ed a  large  a»id  resjx'ctable  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  our 
country.  In  an  addnss,  published  by  a  committee  appointed  by 
the  Convention  of  Tobacco  Growers,  which  met  at  Washing- 
ton in  May  last,  composed  of  Philip  Triplett,  Daniel  J.Miifer, 
Robert  W.  Howie,  and  Juiin  Mercer,  esquires,  the  number  en- 
gaged in  the  production  and  manufactui'o  of  tobacco,  is  stated 
to  be  one  million  five  hundred  thousand,  oi*  one-tenth  part  of 
the  whoK'  population  of  the  Union. 

The  histoi-y  of  the  tobacco  trade  shows  that  it  has  been 
made  the  victim  of  opjiression  and  imposition,  beyond  that  of 
any  other  article  which  has  entered  so  largely  into  the  trade 
of  civilized  nations:  it  has  been  compelled  to  bear  the  burthen 
of  every  sort  of  imposition  which  could  be  heaped  upon  it.  It 
ai>pears  to  your  committee  to  have  enjoyed  the  fostering  care 
of  neither  its  producer  nor  consumer.  We  are  at  a  loss  to  ac- 
count for  the  indifference  wdiich  seems  to  have  pervaded  the 
minds,  for  so  long  a  time,  of  those  who  were  immediately  inter- 
ested in  its  piodiiction  and  manufacture.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
youi*  committee  that  a  more  lenient  coui'se  towards  it  would 
have  gi-eatly  i-edounded  to  the  interes-t  of  the  producer,  manu- 
facturer and  C(»nsumei*,  without  injury  to  the  revenue  of  those 
nations  trading  in  it.  If  those  nations  who  have  seized  up- 
on this  article  as  a  medium  through  wliich  to  extort  laige  sums 
of  money  from  those  of  their  subjects  who  consume  it,  in  the 
shape  of  import  duties,  excises,  &c.,  would  change  their  sys- 
tem, and  reduce  the  imposts  to  a  fair  standai'd,  there  is  no  rea- 
son to  doubt  but  that  the  extent  to  which  its  C(»nsumption  would 
be  carried,  beyond  wllat  it  is  under  the  present  system,  would 
more  than  indemnify  them  for  any  loss  they  might  anticipate 
in  their  revenue  from  the  reduction  of  duty;  and  would  also 
have  the  good  effect  of  ])reventing  or  breaking  n\)  those  frauds 
which  are  now  practised  to  the  extent,  't  is  supposed,  of  near- 
ly one  half  of  the  whole  amount  consumed  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.  Upon  this  branch  of  the  subject,  your  commit- 
tee beg  leave  to  submit  some  interesting  facts,  which  have  re- 
cently been  brought  to  public  view  in  a  speech  of  the  Hon.  D. 
Jenifer^  one  of  our  Representatives  in  Congress,  delivered  be- 


fore  the  Convention  of  T()l)acc<»  Growers,  which  assembled  at 
Washington  on  the  15th  December  last.  I^  appears  fioni  a 
docutnent  then  quoted,  that  in  ih«'  year  1792  tlie  <!iity  on  toI)ac- 
co,  in  Ireland,  was  one  shilling  per  pound,  and  that  the  con- 
snmption  of  that  year  was  1,767,591  lbs.,  and  the  amount  of 
duty  collected  wasZ86,579  7s;  the  year  following.  1793,  t!ie  duty 
was  reduced  to  6(/  per  pound,  and  tii^e  consuinplion  rose  at  onco 
5,568,857  lbs.,  and  the  amount  of  duty  collected  to  ^39,221  8.s, 
showitij;;  a  difiference  in  favoi-  of  low  duty  f52,842  Is;  and  the 
succeeding  year  the  consumption  was  still  further  increased  to 
9,426,211  lbs.,  and  the  amount  of  duty  to  the  large  sum  of 
[235,655  5s  6d,  siiowing  a  still  further  excess  of  revenue  over 
the  previous  year  /96,4S3  1  Is  6d.  The  year  following,  1795, 
the  duty  was  increased  to  Sd  per  pound,  and  the  consumption 
fell  7,874,409  lbs.,  and  in  the  following  year  derli*ned  to 
6,045790  lbs.,  the  duty  collected  amoutited  to  [201,526  6s  8d, 
showing  a  declension  of  revenue  below  that  of  the  last  year; 
the  duty  stood  at  6d  of  [34,128  18s  10 J.  In  the  year  1798  the 
duty  was  again  increased  to  Is,  and  t!)e  consumption  went 
down  to  4,894,121  lbs.,  very  little  more  than  half  wdiat  it  v\as 
the  last  yeai-;  the  duty  stood  at  6(/.  The  speech  referred  to 
further  states,  that  in  the  year  1785  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  was 
then  in  Fi-ance,  succeeded  in  getting  t!ie  governn)ent  of  that 
country  to  i-elax  their  restriction  upon  Aisierican  tobacco,  and 
the  consequence  was  that  ih:^  quantity  imported  into  France 
that  year  was  55,000  hogsheads,  notwithstanding  the  dillicul- 
ties  her  trade  labored  under  at  t!iat  time.  T!ie  quantity  which 
she  now  receives  is  from  6  to  7000  hogsheads. 

The  foregoing  statcmonts  disclose  two  importantfacts  in  this 
investigation:  the  first  is,  that  the  high  rate  of  diities  whi.ch  have 
been  im[)osed  upon  the  iniportation  and  consumption  of  tobacco, 
by  foreign  nations,  is  not  the  best  for  them  in  a  financial  point  of 
view;  and  secondly,  it  is  that  blind  policy  which  causes,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  depressed  value  of  the  article  to  the  grow- 
ers of  it.  If  the  duty  was  fixed  at  six  pence,  (and  your  com- 
mittee consider  that  that  would  be  a  very  high  tax  to  levy  on 
it,  inasmuch  as  it  is  more  than  the  growers  have  ever  received 
for  it,  on  an  average  heretofore,  and  would,  in  all  probability, 
be  as  much  as  they  would  receive  for  It,  should  that  be  fixed  as 
the  rate  of  duly.  uj)on  its  introdticiion  into  foreign  markets,) 
the  demand,  in  a  very  short  lime,  would  at  least  be  doubled, 
which,  upon  the  principle  that  the  prices  of  articles  ai-e  regu- 
lated by  the  relative  aniuunls  of  demand  and  supply,  we  might 


fairly  calculate  upon  an  incfcasc  of  j.iicc  in  some  <legicc  pro- 
portioned ip  the  increase  of  demand,  \vhix:l)  could  not  fail  to 
have  a  most  wliolcsonie  e[ic'ct  njjon  tlic  tobacco  growing  region 
of  our  country,  and  would  also  lia\c  a  good  effect  upon  cotton 
and  grain  groweis,  as  the  increased  price  for  tobacco  atid  the 
increased  demand  would  have  a  tendency  to  atti-act  labor  and 
capital  from  the  production  of  those  articles  to  that  of  t')bacco; 
this  would  Jessen  the  production  of  tiiose  articles,  and  to  that 
extent  increase  their  value.  The  general  prosperty  which  the 
agricultural  interest  would  exi)erience  under  such  a  change, 
could  not  fail  to  have  a  congenial  influence  uptm  all  other  branches 
of  industry  incur  own  country,  and  those  with  which  wc  trade, 
by  increasing  the  demand  for  the  arcicles  which  they  produce,  to 
the  extent  of  the  increased  means  of  the  agriculturists  to  con- 
3unve  them:  showing  clearly  that  it  is  not  only  the  agricultural 
interest  wliicU  is  involved  in  the  jjroper  a<ljustment  and  regu- 
lation of  the  ttibacco  trade,  but  that  it  is  the  interest  of  all 
plhers  connected  with  them  by  the  relations  of  trade. 

A  few  years  ago  the  attention  of  some  of  the  larger  tobac- 
co growers  of  our  State  was  turned  to  tiic  consideration  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  tobacco  trade:  by  their  efforts,  public 
attention  was  roused,  meetings  wei-e  called,  the  subject  was  ex- 
amined, and  in  a  sliort  tiipc  an  interest  was  excited,  which 
spread  itself  to  every  portion  ot  the  country  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  toi)acco,  this  feeling  produced  a  general  move- 
ment upon  the  subject,  which  resulted  in  a  general  convention, 
which  met  at  the  city  of  Wasliiugton  in  the  Spring  of  1839. 
in  which  the  tobacco  growei-s  of  every  portion  of  oui-  country 
were  represented.  The  investigation  which  was  had  upon  tiie 
subject,  in  tiiat  conxenliou,  resulted  in  tiie  passage  of  resolu- 
tions calling  the  atUiition  of  Congress  to  tiie  subject:  in  con- 
sequence of  which  Congress  uassed  resolutions,  requesting  the 
President  of  tiie  United  States  to  instruct  our  foreign  ministers 
to  Urge  upon  the  govei-nments  near  which  they  respectively  re- 
sided, tite  necessity  of  a  modification  of  the  duties  and  inijjosts 
Upon  the  importation  and  consumption  of  tobacco  in  those  coun- 
tries, with  the  view  of  bringing  them  to  a  more  equitable 
standard.  There  was  also  apjiropriations  of  salai'ies  and  out- 
fits for  ministers  and  agents  to  be  sent  to  those  countries  nhere 
we  Ijad  no  diplomatic  agent  permanently  residing,  for  the  same 
purpose,  (of  endeavoring  to  get  them  to  lessen  the  onerous 
burthens  imposed  upon  our  tobacco.)  The  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  very  promptly  carried  out  the  views  thus  suggested, 


and  the  subject  was  immediately  commended  to  ttie  afteiitionr 
of  our  ministers  and  agents  abraad,  and  by  tlicm  to  the  sevcr-^ 
al  governments  to  which  they  were  accredited,  by  able  argu- 
ments, and  most  Inrcible  reasons,  in  favor  of  a  reduction  of 
the,  heavy  duties  and  imposts  now  exacted  upon  the  article  in 
those  counti'ies. 

Your  committee  regret  to  say,  that  little  or  no  effect  lias  yet 
been  produced  upon  the  subject  by  these  exertions.  In  this  state 
of  the  matter,  the  general  convention  was  again  called  together 
at  Washington,  on  the  l6th  Decetnber  last,  to  considei-  upon 
what  further  means  should  be  restarted  to  upon  the  subject,  iti 
case  those  before  suggested  should  fail  to  produce  tiie  desii-cd 
effect.  In  this  con\  tntion,  evei-y  portion  of  the  tobacco  grow- 
ing region  was  rc[»i*esented  ; — many  of  the  ablest  and  best  in- 
formed citizens  of  oui-  country,  of  all  political  parties  were 
present — Ihey  deliberated  upon  the  subject  maturely,  and  after 
it  was  discussed  at  great  liMigth,  and  with  great  ability,  they 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  in  the  event  of  the  entire  failure  of 
the  means  already  adoj)ted  to  accomplish  the  desired  object,  the 
only  effectual  remedy  for  the  evils,  the  tobacco  interest  labours 
under,  is  to  be  found  in  the  action  of  Congress  l>y  countervail- 
ing duties. 

Your  committee  fully  concur  in  tiie  above  view  of  the  subject. 
Those  nations  with  whom  we  are  connected  by  the  friendly  re- 
lations of  trade,  persevere  in  maintaining  their  oppressive 
system  of  imposts  u[)on  our  t(<bacco,  amounting,  in  some  in- 
stances, to  eight  and  ten  times  the  amount  which  tiie  grower 
receives  as  a  compensation  for  the  toil  and  labor  of  producing 
it,  and  our  flour  is  also  taxed  so  high  in  some  instances,  that 
it  cannot  be  consumed  at  all,  except  when  titeir  inhabitants  are 
on  the  verge  of  starvation.  While  they  thus  tax  our  staple 
products,  we  are  receiving  their's  at  the  rate  upon  an  average 
of  about  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  vjihuem.  After  having 
exhausted  all  otiier  peaceful  means,  and  having  borne  patiently 
uith  the  evil  so  long,  we  can  see  no  good  reason  why  we  should 
not  resort  to  countervailing  duties  upon  their  product-*,  in  de- 
fence of  our  just  rights.  Your  committee  do  confidently  be- 
lieve, that  a  resort  to  a  high  rate  of  duties  upon  the  importa- 
tion of  the  products  of  those  nations  of  whose  policy  we  have 
the  greatest  reason  to  complain,  would  prove  most  effectual. — 
An  increase  of  duty  to  an  amount  sulUcient  to  reduce,  in  a  great 
degree,  the  demand  for  their  products  in  this  country,  would 
produce  a  degree  of  distiess  amongst  the   industrious  inhabi- 


tants  of  those  nations,  wiiich  would  force  iipun  titcii-  govern- 
ments tlie  tietcssity  of  entei-ing  into  some  mote  equitable  sys- 
tem, by  which  the  products  of  our  respective  countries  may 
hereafter  be  exchanged.  In  furtherance  of  those  views,  your 
committee  beg  leave  to  submit  the  followicig  lesolutions: 

llesolved  hij  the  General  Jissemhbj  of  Maryland,  That  the 
most  effectual  remedy  for  the  evils  the  tobacco  interest  labors 
under,  from  the  high  duties  imposed  by  Great  Britain,  anil  the 
monoj)olics  of  France  and  other  nations  of  Europe,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  action  of  Congress,  by  countervailing  duties;  and 
that  this  Legislature  relies  on  the  wisdtni  of  Congros  in  dis- 
criminating between  those  governments  whiclj  have,  and  those 
which  have  not  manifested  a  disposition  to  abar.don  or  modify 
their  present  opj)ressive  duties  and  restrictionts  imposed  on  to- 
bacco from  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  request- 
ed to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  each  of  our  sena- 
tors and  representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  they  be  requested  to  lay  the  same  before  their  respec- 
tive bodies. 

All  of    which  i-.  resjjcctfully  submitted, 

BENEDICT  I.  HEARD,  Chairman, 


